
Global Church Member Survey 2023

North American Division
 N = 1,819; margin of error +/- 2.3%



88%

9%

1%

0% 23 % 45 % 68 % 90 % 11 3%

United States

Canada

Bermuda

P1. In what country do you 
live?

Guam/Micronesia = 2%



0.4%

10.0%

27.0%

23.0%

40.0%

up to 20 years of age 21-35 years of age 36-54 years of age 55-64 years of age and
older

65 and older

Age Range



P3. gender

Male
38%

Female
62%

Actual = 57% Female
43% Male 



I have attended an Adventist 
school.

37%

64%

No Yes



Marital status

74%

1%

9%

8%

1%

7%

1%

Married and living with your spouse

Married and living apart

Never married/single

Divorced and single

Separated

Widowed

Living together, not married



Range of years as member (baptized 
or accepted by profession of faith) 

of the SDA Church

30+ years
65%

21-30 years
15%

11-20 years
11%

6-10 years
4%

less than 5 
years
5%



History with the Seventh-
day Adventist Church

29%

74%

60%

32%

15%

I am in the first generation of Adventists in my family.

At least one of my parents is or was a Seventh-day Adventist.

At least one of my grandparents is or was a Seventh-day
Adventist.

At least four continuous generations of my family (including
myself, a parent, a grandparent, and a great-grandparent)
have been members of the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

I am not sure what history my family has with the Adventist
Church.



D8. At what age did you join the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church?

51%

8%

6%

2%

7%

25%
0 0. 15 0. 3 0. 45 0. 6

I grew up in the church and have been connected to 
the church since birth

I grew up in the church but left for a while before 
returning one or more times

My immediate family and I joined the Adventist Church 
before I reached the age of 13

I joined the Adventist Church before I reached the age 
of 13, although my immediate family did not

I did not grow up in the church and joined while aged 
13-20

I did not grow up in the church and joined after age 20



D17. How would you currently 
describe your involvement in your 

local church?

4%

10%

7%

11%

35%

34%
0 0. 1 0. 2 0. 3 0. 4

I do not attend church or participate at all in church 
activities.

I attend church through recorded or live-streamed 
audio or video but otherwise do not interact with 

the church.

I attend church activities and services but 
rarely participate or interact with church members.

I consider myself a casual participant.

I consider myself an active participant.

I consider myself an active leader in my church.

This is the highest response of any 
division so far



D18. During the pandemic, what 
happened to worship services at 
the church that you attended?

10%

82%

7%

0%

0 0. 225 0. 45 0. 675 0. 9

My church continued to meet face-to-face 
throughout the pandemic.

My church met remotely for a period of time when 
we could not meet face-to-face.

My church closed for a period of time, and there 
was no remote worship option.

My church closed permanently.



R1a. How often in the last 12 
months did you engage in the 

activities listed below?

6%

18%

25%

51%

53%

57%

7%

25%

9%

18%

11%

11%

4%

12%

4%

5%

6%

4%

7%

12%

6%

6%

8%

4%

32%

15%

24%

11%

10%

9%

33%

12%

31%

8%

9%

12%

10%

7%

2%

2%

3%

3%

0% 25 % 50 % 75 % 10 0%

Attended church services in-person

Attended church services remotely 
by radio, TV, or internet. 

Attended Sabbath School in-
person.

Attended Sabbath school remotely 
by radio, TV, or internet.   

Attended a small group organized  
through my church. 

Attended a prayer meeting at my 
local church.

Never Only once or twice At least once a quarter* Once a month
Almost every week Every week More than once a week

Almost every week or more often = 75%

Almost every week or more often = 57%



R1b. How often in the last 12 
months did you engage in the 

activities listed below?
65%

83%

21%

29%

40%

20%

5%

25%

13%

15%

6%

2%

49%

9%

9%

1%

3%

2%

13%

9%

2%

4%

1%

16%

11%

2%

2%

2%

17%

10%

3%

1%

1%

3%

5%

0% 25 % 50 % 75 % 10 0%

Attended a public 
evangelistic meeting in my area.

Attended a Pathfinder meeting.

Participated in communion service.

Helped with a church ministry on 
Sabbath.

Helped with a church ministry 
during the week.

Never Only once or twice At least once a quarter* Once a month
Almost every week Every week More than once a week

Almost every week or more often = 36%



R2a. How often do you engage 
in the activities listed below?

2%

26%

21%

37%

1%

41%

5%

9%

19%

11%

2%

26%

9%

8%

16%

8%

3%

23%

9%

15%

10%

9%

4%

6%

22%

18%

16%

11%

12%

3%

52%

24%

17%

24%

77%

2%

0% 25 % 50 % 75 % 10 0%

Read the Bible.

Study the Sabbath School lesson.

Read the writings of Ellen G. White.

Have morning or evening worship 
with members of my family.

Have personal prayer (at times 
other than meals).

Read Adventist World magazine or 
website.

Never Less than once a month. Once or a few times a month.
About once a week. More than once a week. Daily or more than once a day.

World: 75% several times 
per week; daily 49%

NAD: several times per 
week 74%; daily 52%



Bible 
Reading

2023 World baseline: 75% 
several times per week 
(49% daily); 7% never/less 
than once a month

2018 NAD: 79% several 
times per week (55% 
daily); 9% never/less than 
once per month 

2023 NAD: 74% several 
times per week (52% 
daily); 7% never/less than 
once a month

Bible Reading:



Family 
Worship

2034 World baseline: 
64% several times per 
week (38% daily); 8% 
never

2018 NAD: 38% several 
times per week (26% 
daily); 35% never

2023 NAD: 42% several 
times per week (24% 
daily); 26% never

Study Sabbath 
School Lesson:



A1a. Please express your agreement 
or disagreement with each of the 

following statements

3%

4%

2%

3%

5%

4%

7%

4%

4%

2%

7%

12%

6%

17%

20%

13%

10%

15%

13%

4%

25%

41%

37%

47%

41%

42%

33%

32%

31%

42%

38%

33%

28%

54%

19%

0% 25 % 50 % 75 % 10 0%

My Sabbath School teachers or leaders 
care about me.

My pastor cares about me.

Other people in my church care about me.

I feel proud of my local church and its role 
and reputation in my community.

I attend a church that plans activities for 
everyone in my family.

I attend a church that makes worship 
services available online.

Youth and young adults play an 
important role in decision-making in my 

local church.

Strongly disagree Disagree I am not sure Agree Strongly agree

*
*



A5. How satisfied are you with 
your local church?

6%

10%

17%

40%

27% Very Dissatisfied
Dissatisfied
Neither Dissatisfied or Satisfied
Satisfied
Very Satisfied



How likely is it that you will be 
attending a Seventh-day Adventist 
Church for the rest of your life?

74%

16%

Very likely

Likely



A7 - Which of the following best 
describes your commitment to 

Jesus Christ?

2%

2%

2%

41%

8%

46%
0% 13 % 25 % 38 % 50 %

I am not committed to Christ.

I am not sure if I am committed to Christ.

I committed my life to Christ at a specific moment 
in my life, but it didn't last.

My commitment to Christ has developed 
gradually over a period of time and I am fully 

committed to Christ now.

My commitment to Christ came suddenly and 
I was changed; I am fully committed to Christ 

now.

I have been committed to Christ since I was a 
young child and continue to be fully committed to 

Him now.



I have had suicidal thoughts.

93%

7%

No

Yes



I have been hurt emotionally by 
leaders, people, or incidents in my 

church.

33%

18%

11%

23%

16%

Strongly disagree

Disagree

I am not sure

Agree

Strongly agree



Comparing 2018: “I have been hurt 
by church leaders”

2018: 49% Yes, 45% No  
 

2023: Agree/Strongly Agree 39%



B1a. Please indicate the extent to which you agree 
with each of the statements that follow.

2%

1%

68%

1%

5%

4%

47%

5%

0%

10%

1%

3%

4%

26%

7%

1%

7%

1%

6%

9%

8%

26%

10%

6%

9%

13%

21%

9%

59%

88%

9%

89%

72%

61%

10%

0% 25 % 50 % 75 % 10 0%

The Seventh-day Adventist Fundamental Beliefs are the teaching of Holy 
Scripture.

I believe in a personal God who seeks a relationship with human beings.

The soul is a separate, spiritual part of a person and lives on after death.

Salvation is through Jesus Christ alone.

I believe God created the world in six literal days in the relatively recent 
past.

The Seventh-day Adventist Church is God’s true last-day church with a  
message to prepare the world for the Second Coming of Christ by 

proclaiming the Three Angels’ Message.

I will not get to Heaven unless I obey God’s law perfectly.

Strongly Disagree Disagree I am not sure Agree Strongly Agree



B1b. Please indicate the extent to which you agree 
with each of the statements that follow.

1%

1%

88%

1%

1%

0%

1%

2%

2%

7%

1%

1%

0%

0%

7%

8%

2%

3%

2%

1%

2%

28%

23%

1%

10%

17%

10%

10%

61%

65%

1%

86%

79%

89%

88%

0% 25 % 50 % 75 % 10 0%

The most effective method for reaching people for Christ is 
to mingle with them, meet their needs, win their confidence, 

and then bid them to follow Christ.

Fulfillment of prophecy and events in the world indicate that 
Christ’s coming is very near.

Christians may go to witch doctors or spiritual healers for 
protection or healing.

When people die, their bodily remains decay and they 
have no consciousness or activity until they are resurrected.

God wants me to take care of my body by avoiding alcohol, 
tobacco, and the irresponsible use of other drugs.

The head of the Church is Christ.

The true Sabbath is the seventh day (Saturday).

Strongly Disagree Disagree I am not sure Agree Strongly Agree



B1c. Please indicate the extent to which you agree 
with each of the statements that follow.

2%

2%

0%

79%

0%

10%

3%

2%

3%

0%

14%

0%

12%

3%

10%

5%

1%

4%

1%

13%

62%

24%

22%

9%

1%

13%

22%

17%

61%

68%

90%

2%

86%

43%

15%

0% 25 % 50 % 75 % 10 0%

Ellen White’s writings are the result of the spiritual gift of prophecy.

I am saved the moment I believe and accept what Jesus has done 
for me.

I believe God created the universe.

People who have died believing in Christ are in Heaven right now.

All believers are called by God to serve each other 
without distinction of race, culture, education, nationality, gender, 

or wealth.

Only people who accept Jesus as their personal Savior can go to 
Heaven.

Jesus Christ will return in my lifetime.

Strongly Disagree Disagree I am not sure Agree Strongly Agree



B1d. Please indicate the extent to which you agree 
with each of the statements that follow.

1%

87%

1%

18%

13%

3%

2%

3%

7%

1%

13%

9%

4%

6%

6%

3%

1%

18%

29%

16%

7%

28%

1%

21%

26%

25%

26%

37%

62%

2%

77%

26%

23%

52%

49%

0% 25 % 50 % 75 % 10 0%

Prayer in the name of Jesus is the only way to defeat evil powers 
and demonic spirits.

The dead have powers to communicate with and influence the living.

My body is the temple of the Holy Spirit.

Church unity means uniformity in more than doctrinal belief.

Different world regions of the Adventist Church should be allowed 
after consultation with the worldwide church to set their own 

administrative policies.

The sanctuary doctrine is vital to Adventist theology.

In order to reach people for Christ, we need to get to know them and 
their needs before we preach the Gospel to them.

Strongly Disagree Disagree I am not sure Agree Strongly Agree



B1e. Please indicate the extent to which you agree 
with each of the statements that follow.

1%

22%

31%

87%

54%

52%

1%

3%

19%

16%

9%

23%

28%

0%

9%

20%

11%

2%

6%

8%

0%

32%

19%

17%

0%

9%

8%

16%

55%

20%

24%

1%

7%

4%

82%

0% 25 % 50 % 75 % 10 0%

The Seventh-day Adventist Fundamental Beliefs as a whole reflect the 
loving and gracious character of God.

Because Jesus was able to live without sinning, it is possible for 
believers to grow in Christian maturity so that in the final days of Earth’s 

history we will reach a state of sinless perfection.

The Holy Spirit is God’s power in the world, not a Person.

People who have rejected Christ are burning in Hell right now.

In order to receive God’s grace, I must first live by His rules.

The more that I follow Adventist health and lifestyle standards, the more 
likely I will be saved.

I am loved by God even when I sin.

Strongly Disagree Disagree I am not sure Agree Strongly Agree



B1f. Please indicate the extent to which you agree 
with each of the statements that follow.

4%

55%

1%

5%

2%

2%

3%

7%

34%

3%

10%

3%

2%

2%

7%

7%

10%

23%

8%

6%

5%

29%

3%

36%

36%

27%

26%

18%

52%

1%

50%

26%

59%

65%

73%

0% 25 % 50 % 75 % 10 0%

The reason that I do good works is because I have been saved by 
grace.

People have a certain amount of faith and they really cannot do much 
to change it.

There are very distinct theological and worldview differences 
between what is being taught in a public or government school and 

what is being taught in a Seventh-day Adventist school.

Every local church should either operate or contribute to the operation 
of a school.

Tithing is still required of all people by God.

The Bible teaches that sexual intercourse should be exclusively 
reserved for marriage.

The Bible teaches that marriage is a union between an adult man and 
an adult woman.

Strongly Disagree Disagree I am not sure Agree Strongly Agree



The soul is a separate part of a 
person and lives on after death: 

2018 GCMS vs 2023 GCMS

83%

78%

12%

15%

2018 Strongly disagree/disagree

2023 Strongly disagree/disagree

2018 Strongly agree/agree

2023 Strongly agree/agree



State of the Dead:
Strongly agree/Agree Responses

3%

3%

3%

Christians may go to witch doctors or spiritual healers
for protection or healing

The dead have powers to communicate with and
influence the living

People who have died believing in Christ are in
Heaven right now



B6a. To what extent do you accept the 
following individual teachings of 
the Seventh-day Adventist church?

1%

4%

1%

3%

2%

3%

1%

5%

1%

1%

4%

4%

3%

13%

5%

10%

19%

11%

3%

16%

6%

9%

14%

13%

92%

62%

85%

77%

61%

69%

0% 25 % 50 % 75 % 10 0%

There is one God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, a unity of 
three eternal equal Persons.

The investigative or pre-Advent judgment began in 1844.

Christ is acting as our advocate before God in the heavenly 
sanctuary right now.

Before Christ returns, God will decide who is to be saved 
and who will be eternally lost.

The Church’s interpretation of end-time prophecies.

Ellen G. White was a prophet.

I don't accept it I have major doubts about it
I have some questions about it I accept it because the church teaches it
I embrace it wholeheartedly



B6b. To what extent do you accept 
the following individual teachings 

of the Seventh-day Adventist church?

1%

2%

2%

2%

8%

7%

6%

8%

83%

81%

0% 25 % 50 % 75 % 10 0%

Adventists should abstain from alcohol, tobacco, and the 
irresponsible use of drugs.

Adventists should eat a healthful diet and abstain from 
unclean foods identified in Scripture.

I don't accept it I have major doubts about it
I have some questions about it I accept it because the church teaches it
I embrace it wholeheartedly



Diet

40%

28%

A meat eater most days or a few times a week A vegan or vegetarian



H2. How often have you used 
within the last 12 months

80%

98%

96%

99%

9%

1%

2%

1%

5%

0%

1%

0%

6%

1%

2%

0%

0% 25 % 50 % 75 % 10 0% 12 5%

Alcohol

Tobacco

Marijuana

Opiates without a 
prescription

Never 1-2 times 3-10 times More than 10 times

Similar to 
Europe

96% is the 
lowest of any 
division so far



H6. The final set of statements will help us 
understand what church members believe about the 

Adventist Health Message.

7%

1%

16%

1%

60%

1%

22%

2%

31%

3%

28%

2%

14%

5%

15%

9%

6%

7%

35%

43%

29%

48%

4%

36%

22%

49%

9%

38%

2%

54%

0% 25 % 50 % 75 % 10 0%

The Health Message is a core part of Seventh-
day Adventist belief that cannot be questioned.

Following the Health Message increases the 
probability that a person will live longer.

I can choose which parts of the Health Message to 
follow and which to ignore.

The Health Message has largely been supported 
by scientific discoveries.

Following the health message ensures my 
salvation.

The Adventist Health Message 
emphasizes physical health (e.g. diet, exercise), 

mental health, emotional well-being, social 
support, and relationships as a part of spiritual …

Strongly Disagree Disagree I am not sure Agree Strongly Agree


